
 
 

 

 

A THREE-WEEKEND FOLKLORE EVENT PRIOR TO THE FAIR  

Tradition returns from 17th September, with the election of the Bela Trifolera, and 
the calendar ends on 23rd October with the Bacchanal of Music  

 
 

 

As per tradition, prior to the nine weeks of the Fair, thanks to the work of the Giostra delle Cento Torri, a series 
of events dedicated to folklore will enliven the City of Alba, which will be dressed in the colours of the town's 
boroughs.  
 
On Saturday 17th September, the calendar will open with the Bela Trifolera, the contest between Alba's nine 
villages, the Historical Group and the Flag-wavers and Musicians of the City of Alba, who will compete by 
presenting as many Misses. At 8.30 p.m., in Piazza Risorgimento in Alba, hosted by Sonia De Castelli and 
broadcast live on Radio Alba, the contestants will perform in three different outfits (in medieval costume, 
featuring the colours of their own borough, dressed as trifolere, truffle hunters, and in evening dress). The jury 
will then decide the awards: Bela Trifolera, Miss Elegance and Miss Profumo di Ricordi. A new feature this year, 
during the evening the sash of Miss Comuni Fioriti will also be awarded: the winner will then represent the City 
of Alba in Bologna, at the national competition.  
 
A double event on Saturday 24th September, opened by so-called Capitolo della Giostra (Chapter of the 
Carousel) during which the presentation of the autumn events involving the Alba's boroughs will take place. At 
11.00 a.m., in the hall that bears the writer's name, the Drape of the 2022 Palio edition, dedicated to Beppe 
Fenoglio, will be presented as part of the celebrations for the 100th anniversary of Fenoglio's birth. 
It is an original typewritten page taken from La malora and preserved at the Beppe Fenoglio Study Centre. The 
text describes Agostino's first view of the city of Alba: "(...) at every turn I expected to see Alba spread out before 
my eyes like a coloured map". Following this, the writer's daughter, Margherita Fenoglio, will be awarded the 
honour of "Amico della Giostra" (Friend of the Carousel). Margherita Fenoglio, born in Alba on 9th January 1961, 
works as a lawyer in town. She preserves and cherishes her father's manuscripts and typescripts, the so-called 
Fondo Fenoglio. She was president of the Beppe Fenoglio onlus Study Centre from 2009 to 2020; she currently 
holds the positions of board member of the Banca d'Alba and the Banca d'Alba onlus Foundation and was 
recently appointed vice-president of the Fondazione Piera, Pietro and Giovanni Ferrero onlus.  
 
In the evening, at 8.30 p.m., in Piazza Risorgimento, there is the Podestà Investiture of the Podestà, the historical 
re-enactment in costume, magical and scenic, in the heart of the city of Alba, at the foot of the city cathedral.  
 
The following day, on Sunday 25th September, the Teatro Sociale "G. Busca" in Alba will be the venue for the 
screening of La Banda degli Asini (The Donkey Band), a movie directed by Max Chicco - produced by the Meibi 
production company in collaboration with the City of Alba, Fondazione Radici, Giostra delle Cento Torri and Ente 
Fiera di Alba - which tells the story of nine youngsters and their lives in the boroughs before, during and after 
the Palio.  
 
On the first weekend of October, there is the Weekend of Folklore: it starts on Saturday, 1st October, with the 
Historical Re-enactment in Costume, which will be held in the Palio arena in Piazza Risorgimento. Here, from 
8.30 p.m., more than 400 participants will stage a real theatrical performance, with the Boroughs taking turns 
in proposing historical and legendary episodes that marked the life of the medieval population. The winner will 
be decreed by a jury of experts called upon to assess clothing, the historical period in which the performance is 
set, and the commitment of the borough people. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
On Sunday 2nd October, at 3.30 p.m., there is the unmissable date with the Donkey Palio, which will be run 
around the city cathedral, with the nine Boroughs engaged in the goliardic race, organised with total respect for 
the animals, in an arena full of colours, costumes, revelry and cheers. Before the race, which will be run in two 
heats to determine the starting grid for the grand finale, at 2.00 p.m. there will be a parade in costume through 
the streets of the city starting from Piazza Michele Ferrero, going down Corso Fratelli Bandiera and up Via 
Cavour, to the Campo del Palio in Piazza Risorgimento.  
 
Two weeks later, over the weekend of 15th (from 6 p.m. to midnight) and 16th October (from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m.), 
after the stop due to the pandemic, the Boroughs Bacchanal returns to the squares of the old town, with the 
cuisine of Alba's historical districts ready to satisfy the palates of the thousands of gourmets arriving to relive 
the medieval atmosphere that will characterise the old town centre, accompanied by the people from the 
boroughs dressed in costumes. 
 
For the first time ever, on Saturday 22nd (from 6 pm to midnight) and Sunday 23rd October (from 10 am to 7 
pm), the Bacchanal of Music will make its debut, during which people dressed in costumes will welcome 
participants to the city' old town, amidst ancient atmosphere, dances, music, good drinks and quality food. 
Thanks to the activities of the townspeople, it will be possible to see and touch what life could have been like in 
the Middle Ages in Alba, with a dive into the past thanks to itinerant musical groups that will perform folkloric 
songs. 
 
Finally, on Sunday 23 October, the Flag Festival, scheduled from 3.30 p.m. in Piazza Risorgimento, will mark the 
end of the Folklore Weekend. The sky above the city cathedral will be filled with a thousand colours, amidst the 
overwhelming rhythm of the drums and the fascinating and elaborate performances of the flag-waving groups. 
The Flag Festival puts all the participants' skills to the test, from the performances of individual flag-wavers, who 
will engage in complex evolutions with several flags at the same time, to synchronised and mirrored 
choreographies in pairs.  
 
“At last, after two difficult years, in 2022 the Donkey Palio in 2022 will be fully staged and run, no longer having 
to take into account health restrictions related to Covid-19," states Luca Sensibile, president of the Giostra delle 
Cento Torri –. The last two editions were very complicated and we worked hard not to interrupt the Palio 
tradition, although we had to cancel some important events, such as the Bacchanal, which are usually important 
moments of aggregation, intensely involving the voluntary work of the nine Alba Boroughs. Now - with the return 
of the historical representations and the related competition, held on the night before the Palio - it is time for a 
real comeback, with the citizens being able to rally around the performers in costume, who will once again parade 
through the streets of Alba. The experience of the pandemic, however, has somehow strengthened the event: 
first of all, the race is back again and run around the cathedral, offering the folklore event the extraordinary 
setting of the old town of the City of a Hundred Towers. Another well-established element is now the live 
streaming broadcast. An essential instrument of visibility during Covid-19, it has now become an additional 
channel to watch the events: both from the stands, and online, through the Fair's website”.  
 

 
GIOSTRA DELLE CENTO TORRI 

at Ente Fiera Internazionale del Tartufo Bianco d'Alba info@fieradeltartufo.org tel. 0173 361051 
For ticket reservations and information on events, www.fieradeltartufo.org 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

FURTHER INFO 

Ente Fiera Internazionale del Tartufo Bianco d’Alba  

Piazza Medford, 3 - 12051, Alba Tel. +39 0173 361051 - info@fieradeltartufo.org - www.fieradeltartufo.org 

 
       @tartufobiancoalba         @tartufobiancoalba       @AlbaTruffle 

                  https://www.youtube.com/user/Tartufobiancodalba 

The official hashtag of the event is #albatruffle 
 

Ufficio Stampa Fiera Internazionale del Tartufo Bianco d’Alba 
Pietro Ramunno | ufficiostampa@fieradeltartufo.org | +39 3395943085  

 
Efficere 

Federico Amato | federico.amato@efficere.it | +39 3485261626 
Alessandra Ferraris | alessandra.ferraris@efficere.it | +39 3479186800 
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